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Introduction: Beginning Where the Bible Begins
The word Messiah has accumulated centuries of expectation, dispute, theology, hope, and 
religious identity. For many Christians, the word immediately means Jesus. For many Jews, 
it immediately raises questions about kingship, Israel, redemption, Torah, and promises 
that appear not yet to have reached their fullness. If we begin with those later conclusions, 
Judaism and Christianity can appear to be standing on opposite sides of a theological wall.

This teaching takes another route. It begins with the Hebrew Scriptures and asks a simpler 
question: What does the Bible itself teach us to expect when it speaks of the Anointed One? 
Before we decide what Messiah must mean, our ideas concerning Messiah ought to be 
tested against the biblical definition. Rather than beginning by demanding that a Jewish 
reader accept a Christian conclusion, or that a Christian reader surrender the New 
Testament witness, we will begin with the testimony both inherit: Torah, Prophets, Psalms, 
Israel, priesthood, kingship, Temple, covenant, and the prophetic images through which the 
biblical Messiah gradually comes into view.

Our method is simple: intuition proposes; Scripture tests; independent 
witnesses establish; contradictions refine.

The symbols examined in this teaching are therefore not treated as a secret dictionary in 
which every image always means one thing. A serpent is not automatically evil. A lion is not 
automatically violent. Fire is not automatically annihilation. Water is not automatically one 
fixed doctrine. The image is a vessel of testimony. Its meaning is revealed by context, 
relationship, function, and converging witnesses.

This distinction will become essential. The Word of God does not change from good to evil 
depending upon the image being used. Truth remains Truth. What changes is the hearer: 
sight, faith, understanding, willingness, and therefore behavior. The same unchanging 
Word may be encountered as correction by the resistant, as guidance by the learner, and as 
mature discernment by the one who has learned to handle it rightly.

Before There Was “The Messiah”: What Mashiach Means
The Hebrew word ַמָשִׁיח (mashiach) is the very word translated “anointed one.” Messiah and 
anointed one are therefore not two different biblical concepts: they are the same Hebrew 
word. “Messiah” is the Hebrew term carried into English as a title, while “anointed one” 
translates what mashiach means. Whenever the Hebrew Scriptures call someone a 
mashiach, they are calling that person an anointed one — a messiah. This linguistic fact is 
more important than it may first appear. Before the biblical testimony concentrates upon 
the expectation of the Anointed One, the Hebrew Scriptures apply this same word and its 
anointing language to several people and offices. We should therefore first allow Scripture 
to define mashiach for us: who can be called an anointed one, why God appoints one, and 
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what the various anointed figures reveal about the work that eventually converges in the 
Messiah.

The Anointed Priest

Leviticus gives us one of the clearest early uses. The priest can be called “the anointed 
priest” - ha-kohen ha-mashiach (Leviticus 4:3, 5, 16). Anointing therefore carries a priestly 
dimension: consecration for service, mediation, teaching, and approach to God.

Saul and David - YHWH’s Anointed Kings

Israel’s kings are also called YHWH’s anointed. David repeatedly refuses to strike Saul 
because Saul remains “the LORD’s anointed” (1 Samuel 24:6, 10; 26:9, 11, 16, 23), even while 
Saul’s conduct is being judged. David likewise becomes YHWH’s anointed, and Psalm 18:50 
speaks of God’s mercy “to his anointed, to David.” Anointing therefore does not mean that 
every action of the anointed vessel is automatically correct; it identifies divine appointment 
and office.

Anointed Ones Beyond a Single King

Psalm 105:15, echoed in 1 Chronicles 16:22, says, “Touch not mine anointed ones, and do my 
prophets no harm.” The language can therefore be broader than one royal individual. 
Scripture is already teaching us to distinguish the function of anointing from the later 
expectation of one climactic Messiah.

Cyrus - A Gentile Called YHWH’s Mashiach

Isaiah 45:1 — “Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden...”

Cyrus is the deliberately disruptive witness. He is a Persian ruler, not an Israelite king, yet 
Isaiah calls him YHWH’s ַמָשִׁיח (mashiach) — literally His anointed one, His messiah — 
because God appoints him for a particular work concerning Israel. The Hebrew word is not 
different from the word behind “Messiah.” This prevents us from reducing mashiach to 
ethnicity or from assuming that the word itself automatically identifies Jesus. The biblical 
word first describes an anointed or divinely appointed person and the purpose entrusted to 
that person.

Before asking who THE Messiah is, Scripture first teaches us what AN mashiach 
— an anointed one, a messiah — is.

The question can now mature. Scripture contains many people who can properly be 
described as mashiach — anointed ones — including priests and kings, and astonishingly 
even Cyrus, a Gentile ruler appointed for God’s purpose. As the biblical testimony develops, 
however, these distributed functions begin to converge: King and Priest, Shepherd and 
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Judge, Servant and Sent One, representative Israel and Light to the nations. The question 
therefore changes from merely “Who was anointed?” to “What does the complete biblical 
witness teach us to expect from the Anointed One?” The expectation moves from many 
anointed servants toward the Messiah in whom the purposes of anointing are brought into 
complete harmony.

Olive, Oil, Spirit, and Light
The material sign of that anointing is oil. Oil comes from the olive, and in the biblical 
sanctuary oil also feeds the lamps. The image naturally develops from olive to oil, from oil 
to anointing, and from oil to light. Zechariah 4 then interprets the olive-and-lamp vision 
through the Spirit of God.

Zechariah 4:6 — “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”

The oil therefore gives us more than ceremonial status. It points toward Spirit-enabled 
function. Isaiah 11 tells us what that Spirit produces upon the promised Davidic ruler: 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of YHWH. The anointing 
produces sight capable of righteous judgment.

Isaiah 11:2 — “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD.”

The destination of this anointing is one of the most important measuring passages in the 
entire study.

Isaiah 11:9 — “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”

Hosea gives the inverse condition: My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Isaiah 
gives the answer: where the knowledge of YHWH fills the earth, hurting and destroying 
cease. This does not make every biblical judgment text mild, but it establishes the direction 
of Messianic government. The anointed ruler possesses the Spirit of understanding, judges 
rightly, and produces a world increasingly governed by knowledge rather than ignorance.

Lack of knowledge produces destruction. Knowledge of YHWH produces 
the end of hurting and destroying.

One Word, Different Relationships: Rod, Staff, and Sword
The severe imagery surrounding Messiah becomes clearer when we stop assuming that rod, 
staff, and sword must represent three different attitudes in God. Scripture can instead be 
read as showing different relationships to the same unchanging Word.
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The Rod - Truth Encountered as Correction

The rod belongs to government, discipline, and shepherding. Psalm 2 places an iron rod in 
the hands of the anointed King, but the same Psalm ends by speaking directly to the 
rebellious kings: Be wise; be instructed; serve YHWH; put your trust in Him. The purpose of 
the confrontation is therefore not mindless violence. Resistance meets a Truth that will not 
bend, and the rebellious are summoned into wisdom.

The Staff - Truth Encountered as Guidance

Psalm 23:4 — “Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

The same Shepherd holds both. The rod that corrects resistance and the staff that guides 
teachability belong to one character. Once the learner stops fighting the Shepherd, the same 
authority is experienced as guidance.

The Sword - Truth Maturely Handled as Discernment

Hebrews 4:12 — “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword... and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

The mature sword is not primarily permission to cut other people. It first penetrates the 
inner person. It separates thought from intent, appearance from motive, vessel from 
meaning. Thus the progression can be stated cautiously as a tested typology rather than a 
rigid three-stage doctrine: the resistant encounters the Word as rod, the teachable follows it 
as staff, and the mature learns to handle it as sword.

Israel Arranged Around the Presence
Numbers 2 gives a striking architecture. Judah leads in the east, Reuben in the south, 
Ephraim or the house of Joseph in the west, and Dan in the north. In the midst stands the 
Tabernacle with the Levites. The Torah explicitly gives the directional camps and the 
Levitical center. Jewish interpretive tradition later associates the four leading camps with 
the same four forms that appear in Ezekiel: lion, man, ox, and eagle. This correspondence 
should be presented honestly as traditional interpretation rather than something Numbers 
itself explicitly describes.

Direction Leading tribe Image Messianic emphasis

East Judah Lion Kingship, 
manifestation, 
righteous authority

South Reuben Man Sonship, humanity, 
first sight

West Joseph/Ephraim Ox Fruitful wisdom, 



APWatch.org   |   Shedding Light on the Biblical Messiah   |   8

Direction Leading tribe Image Messianic emphasis

shepherding, 
apostolic sending

North Dan Eagle (traditional); 
serpent explicit

Judgment, 
adversarial testing, 
elevated sight

Center Levi / Tabernacle Priestly center Teaching, mediation, 
mercy, 
reconciliation

The important refinement is that these are not separate personalities of Messiah. They are 
distinct expressions of one complete character. Ezekiel strengthens this point because each 
living creature bears the four faces. Completeness is not achieved by choosing lion instead 
of ox, or eagle instead of man. The complete living expression holds the faces together 
under one Spirit.

The Man, the Ox, the Eagle, the Lion, and the Priestly Center

Reuben - The Man: Behold a Son

Reuben is the firstborn, and his name is associated with the cry, Behold, a son. Yet Jacob 
describes him as unstable as water. Typologically, Reuben becomes a witness to first sight 
and human manifestation: the Word can truly be received in form, yet first perception may 
still be unstable. The problem is not humanity itself. Moses later prays, Let Reuben live. The 
vessel must be stabilized by understanding rather than discarded.

Joseph - The Ox: Fruitful Wisdom and Apostolic Sending

Joseph dreams, interprets, plans, stores, feeds, and preserves life. Deuteronomy 33 explicitly 
connects Joseph with the firstborn ox or bull, whose horns are Ephraim and Manasseh. The 
ox is a working creature: strength applied to a field for increase. Joseph is therefore more 
than a dreamer. He receives a governing pattern and turns it into productive wisdom.

Joseph also repeatedly describes himself as sent.

Genesis 45:7-8 — “God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance... it was not you that sent me hither, but God.”

This makes Joseph apostolic in nature and purpose. The Greek apostolos means one who is 
sent. Genesis never calls Joseph an apostle, but his function is unmistakably sent: out from 
the father's household, into the nations, bearing God-given wisdom for the preservation of 
life. Genesis 49 also places the language of shepherd and stone of Israel inside Joseph's 
blessing. Joseph therefore witnesses to the apostolic-shepherd character: sent outward, 
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fruitful among the nations, feeding others, and ultimately reconciling the family that 
rejected him.

Dan - Serpent and Eagle: Judgment Raised into Sight

Dan is explicitly connected with judgment and with the serpent. The serpent is best treated 
as a vessel of adversarial challenge rather than a fixed symbol of evil. A bite interrupts, 
challenges, accuses, and can stop the rider at the heel. The question is what the hearer does 
with that challenge.

Numbers 21 complicates any simple equation of serpent with evil. God commands Moses to 
make a bronze serpent and lift it. The bitten person looks and lives. Jesus then directly 
compares His own lifting up as the Son of Man to the lifted serpent. The serpent image 
therefore has to be interpreted by function and relationship.

John 3:14-15 — “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.”

Jewish tradition connects Dan with the eagle. We should not say Scripture explicitly teaches 
that the serpent becomes the eagle. Rather, the two images allow a tested typology: the 
serpent represents the adversarial challenge at the lowest point; the eagle represents the 
elevated sight by which the challenge is understood. The serpent asks the hard question. 
The eagle sees what the question is revealing.

Judah - The Lion: Kingdom Manifested

Judah's lion and sceptre are explicit in Genesis 49. Judah therefore witnesses to manifested 
government. Joseph conceives and administers the principle; Judah brings government into 
royal expression. Yet Judah's own story teaches what righteous authority must become. 
Earlier he participates in selling Joseph. Later, when Benjamin is threatened, Judah offers 
himself in the young man's place. The mature king does not sacrifice the body to preserve 
himself. He offers himself to preserve the body.

Corrupt government sacrifices people to preserve the ruler. Messianic 
government gives itself to preserve the people.

Levi - The Priestly Center

Levi is not merely a fifth directional face. Levi occupies the center with the sanctuary. The 
tribe's history moves from fierce zeal and the sword toward priesthood, instruction, 
knowledge, and peace. Malachi describes the faithful priest with the law of truth in his 
mouth and says that he walked with God in peace and equity. The intensity is not 
destroyed; it is sanctified into teaching and reconciliation.
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Melchizedek: When Rod and Sceptre Become One Authority
Genesis 14 presents Melchizedek as king of Salem and priest of God Most High. Before 
Aaron and before David, Scripture already possesses a category in which king and priest 
can converge. Psalm 110 later gives the enthroned Davidic ruler a priesthood after the 
order of Melchizedek.

This solves an important apparent contradiction. Messiah may come genealogically from 
Judah and still fulfill the priestly center without becoming a Levite by genealogy. The royal 
sceptre and the shepherd-priestly rod are therefore not rival authorities. They are 
complementary expressions of one righteous government.

Melchizedek also brings bread and wine. Genesis does not explicitly call this a covenant 
meal, but the later biblical development of bread, wine, blessing, covenant, and communion 
makes the scene an important early witness in the larger pattern.

Benjamin: The Meeting Place Between Joseph and Judah
Benjamin emerged differently from the four directional leaders. Moses calls him the 
beloved of YHWH and speaks repeatedly of dwelling, covering, and being between. 
Geographically, Joshua describes Benjamin's inheritance as lying between the territories 
associated with Joseph and Judah. Narratively, Benjamin becomes the turning point in the 
reconciliation of Joseph and Judah.

Joseph remains hidden from his brothers. Benjamin is brought into Joseph's presence. 
Joseph places his cup in Benjamin's sack. Benjamin appears to be under judgment. Judah 
then offers himself in Benjamin's place. Immediately afterward Joseph can no longer 
restrain himself and reveals his identity. The sequence is exact: Benjamin threatened, Judah 
offers himself, Joseph reveals himself, and the family begins to reunite.

Joseph  Benjamin  Judah: narrative, geography, and dwelling imagery ← →

converge around Benjamin as a meeting place.

This does not prove that Benjamin is a fixed symbol meaning heart or reconciliation. It 
does, however, produce a strong cumulative typology of meeting, dwelling, belovedness, 
and reunion. Benjamin is also Joseph's full brother through Rachel while becoming 
politically associated with Judah in the southern kingdom, making him a natural bridge 
between the two houses.

The Ark and the Movement Toward Indwelling Presence
The Ark journey reinforces the movement toward a meeting place rather than assigning 
God to one tribe. The Tabernacle rests at Shiloh in Ephraimite territory. The Ark is carried 
into battle, captured by the Philistines, returned through Beth-shemesh, lodged at the house 
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of Abinadab in the Kiriath-jearim border region, carried properly by Levites under David, 
and finally brought toward Jerusalem and the Temple.

The destination is not endless movement. The Ark comes to the Holy of Holies, under the 
wings of the cherubim, and the glory fills the house. Israel's story moves toward indwelling 
Presence.

Exodus 25:22 — “And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above 
the mercy seat...”

At the center of the sanctuary are testimony, mercy, meeting, and voice. This will become 
important when the New Testament identifies Messiah with the Temple and then describes 
the many-membered people as a dwelling place of God through the Spirit.

The Temple as Man: An Architecture of Messianic Character
The New Testament explicitly allows Temple and body to interpret one another. John 
explains that Jesus spoke of the temple of His body, and Paul later tells the community that 
they are the temple of God. We can therefore examine Temple imagery as a picture of 
ordered humanity, provided we distinguish explicit correspondence from tested typology 
and resist assigning meanings to every measurement.

Bronze - Steadfast, Tested, Unyielding Testimony

Jeremiah is made like a bronze wall that opposition cannot prevail against. Isaiah can also 
use brass negatively for obstinacy. The underlying quality is firmness. Under Truth, 
firmness becomes steadfast testimony; under ignorance, the same firmness becomes 
stubbornness. Bronze in the Temple can therefore function typologically as unyielding 
testimony - not an interpretation that refuses correction, but a witness that has survived 
examination and will not abandon Truth merely because pressure comes.

The Two Bronze Pillars - Establishment and Strength

Jachin and Boaz stand at the entrance of Solomon's Temple. Their names are associated 
with establishment and strength. As a body image they can naturally evoke legs or standing, 
though Scripture never explicitly calls them legs. Functionally, they say enough: the house 
stands because God establishes and strengthens it.

The Bronze Sea - Priestly Humility

2 Chronicles 4:6 — “But the sea was for the priests to wash in.”

This is one of the most important safeguards in the teaching. The priest is not above the 
human condition. The priest also washes. Torah repeatedly tells Israel to remember that it 
was enslaved in Egypt. Liberation is therefore never permission to reproduce Pharaoh. The 
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teacher remembers when he did not understand. The judge examines himself. The apostle 
remembers that increase belongs to God. The priest remembers that he, too, needs washing.

The Twelve Bronze Oxen - An Apostolic Image

The Sea rests upon twelve oxen, three facing each of the four directions. This naturally 
recalls twelvefold Israel arranged toward the four directions. Because Joseph is explicitly 
associated with the ox and repeatedly identifies himself as sent, the image becomes a 
compelling apostolic typology: twelvefold Israel bearing water and facing outward. The 
New Testament later chooses twelve apostles, representing renewed Israelic witness sent 
outward toward the nations.

This is typology, not an assertion that Kings secretly calls the oxen apostles. Yet the 
convergence is substantial: twelve, oxen, four directions, water, priestly washing, and later 
twelve sent witnesses.

The Inner House - Light, Bread, Intercession, Mercy

Inside the Holy Place are lamp, bread, and incense. The lamp gives light, the bread gives 
provision, and the incense is explicitly compared with prayer elsewhere in Scripture. 
Deeper still is the Ark of testimony beneath the mercy seat, the place where God says He 
will meet and speak. At the deepest point of the Temple, testimony and mercy are not 
enemies. Truth and mercy meet under the Presence of God.

Israel as One Body Under One Head
David provides an Old Testament mechanism for representative headship. He is from 
Judah, yet the tribes come to him and say, We are thy bone and thy flesh, and they anoint 
him king over Israel. Judah's headship does not make every tribe Judah. Dan remains Dan, 
Joseph remains Joseph, Levi remains Levi. Distinction remains, yet the many belong to one 
body under one head.

2 Samuel 5:1 — “Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.”

This helps us speak more carefully about Messiah as representative Israel. Messiah does not 
erase the tribes by somehow becoming each genealogically. As Davidic Head, He can 
embody and govern the calling of the whole while the members retain their distinctions.

Isaiah: Israel in One Who Restores Israel
Isaiah 49 gives perhaps the strongest prophetic foundation for representative Israel. The 
Servant is called Israel, yet the same Servant is commissioned to bring Jacob back, gather 
Israel, raise up the tribes, and become light to the nations. The text itself therefore allows 
corporate identity and representative individuality to overlap.
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Israel in the One  restores Israel in the many  becomes light to the → →

nations.

Isaiah 53 continues the representative pattern through bearing, knowledge, righteousness, 
and intercession. The observers first misinterpret the Servant as one stricken by God, then 
their understanding changes. The Servant bears the condition of the many and, by his 
knowledge, brings many into right standing. He ends the passage interceding for 
transgressors. Judge and Priest remain one character.

Ezekiel 37: One Body, One Spirit, One King, One Shepherd
Ezekiel 37 gathers several parts of our architecture into one chapter. The dry bones are 
explicitly identified as the whole house of Israel. Bone comes to bone; flesh and skin appear; 
yet the body has no life until ruach - breath, wind, Spirit - enters. The form is real, but form 
without Spirit is not yet living.

Then the chapter moves immediately to two sticks: one for Judah and one for 
Joseph/Ephraim. God joins them into one. They become one nation under one Davidic King 
and one Shepherd. The chapter then moves to a covenant of peace and ends with God's 
sanctuary in their midst forever.

Fragmented body  Word spoken  body formed  Spirit enters  Judah → → → →

+ Joseph become one  one King  one Shepherd  covenant of peace  → → → →

sanctuary in their midst.

This is one of the strongest Old Testament pictures of the Messianic purpose: not the 
erasure of members, but the reconciliation of what has become divided under one 
righteous Head and one Spirit.

Joseph Among the Nations: Seed, Light, and Fruitfulness
Joseph's life among Egypt adds another layer to the apostolic character. He openly 
attributes interpretation to God before Gentile rulers. Pharaoh recognizes divine Spirit and 
wisdom operating through him. Joseph does not abandon the God of his fathers when he 
lives among the nations; rather, the knowledge of that God becomes visible there through 
his witness.

Joseph's sons are themselves born in Egypt to Asenath, an Egyptian woman. Jacob receives 
Ephraim and Manasseh directly into Israel's inheritance. Ephraim then receives the 
extraordinary blessing that his seed will become a multitude or fullness of nations. Later, 
Ephraim becomes a prophetic name for the northern kingdom, which is scattered and 
mingled among the peoples.

We should not make an unverifiable genetic claim that every Gentile is secretly Ephraimite. 
The stronger biblical point is that Joseph's vocation is international from the beginning: 
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sent among the nations, fruitful among them, preserving their lives, producing seed among 
them, and ultimately preserving Israel as well.

Hosea promises that those called not My people will again be called sons of the living God 
and that Judah and Israel will be gathered under one Head. Paul later uses Hosea's 
restoration language within a Gentile-inclusive Gospel and speaks of one olive tree in which 
natural and wild branches participate without erasing their distinctions.

Jesus Enters the Story: The Anointed Son
Only after this Old Testament architecture has been established should the teaching 
formally turn to Jesus. At His baptism the Spirit descends and the voice identifies the 
beloved Son. Luke then traces Him through David, Judah, Jacob, Abraham, and finally 
Adam. Jesus is situated simultaneously inside Judah, Israel, the Abrahamic promise, and 
humanity itself.

He then passes from water into wilderness testing, recapitulating Israel's story. The 
adversary attacks His sonship and even quotes Scripture. This is crucial: possession of the 
text is not enough. The battle concerns interpretation. Jesus does not reject the written 
Word; He answers Scripture with Scripture, demonstrating a Word rightly ordered under 
the Spirit.

Luke 4: What the Anointing Is For
Luke 4:18 — “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor... to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”

Jesus identifies His public mission through Isaiah's anointing text. The fruit of the anointing 
is good news, liberty, sight, and release. This strongly confirms the pattern already 
established in Isaiah 11: anointing brings Spirit; Spirit brings understanding; Messianic 
government releases rather than enslaves.

When Jesus then reminds His synagogue of Gentiles who received mercy in the days of 
Elijah and Elisha, the audience becomes furious. The first major conflict after His anointing 
declaration therefore concerns the outward reach of God's mercy beyond the expected 
boundary. Joseph's apostolic character - sent among nations to preserve life - is already 
beginning to converge with the Davidic Messiah.

Jacob’s Well: Messiah as the One Who Opens Understanding
John 4 may be the central narrative turning point of the teaching. Jesus enters Samaria and 
comes to Jacob's well near land associated with Joseph. The setting already holds Jacob, 
Joseph, Samaria, division, well, and water.
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Jesus begins by asking the Samaritan woman for a drink. The Messiah approaches 
humanity from within human need, not from superiority. The woman immediately names 
the division: How can a Jew ask water from a Samaritan woman? The divided houses stand 
face to face over a well.

Jesus then says, If thou knewest. The issue is knowledge. She first understands His words 
literally because the well is deep and He has nothing to draw with. Messiah does not 
despise the first reading; He raises it. The external well becomes the occasion for speaking 
of living water that becomes a well within the person.

The conversation then turns to the dispute between Samaria and Jerusalem. Jesus does not 
merely declare one mountain triumphant and the other worthless. He moves the argument 
toward Spirit and Truth. The woman finally says:

John 4:25 — “I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will 
tell us all things.”

Jesus answers, I that speak unto thee am he. The Messianic revelation occurs in the middle 
of water, competing interpretation, Spirit, Truth, and divided Israel.

The woman then leaves her waterpot and becomes a witness. The Samaritans first believe 
through her testimony and later say that they have heard Him for themselves and now 
know. Understanding produces witness; witness brings others toward hearing; personal 
hearing produces recognition. They finally call Him the Saviour of the world.

The Good Shepherd: Joseph and Judah Converge
Ezekiel 34 contains a remarkable double promise. YHWH says that He Himself will search 
for and shepherd His sheep, yet He also promises one shepherd, My servant David. John 10 
places Jesus exactly at that intersection.

John 10:11 — “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”

Joseph's shepherding character and Judah's Davidic kingship converge in one Messiah. 
Jesus defines good government not by the ruler's ability to consume the flock, but by His 
willingness to give Himself for it. This is mature Judah: Take me instead of the lad. It is also 
the opposite of Pharaoh and the corrupt shepherds condemned by Ezekiel.

John 10:16 — “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring... 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”

The unifying mechanism is hearing one voice, not coercion. The sheep become one because 
they recognize the Shepherd. Knowledge and relationship again stand at the center of 
Messianic unity.
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The Lifted Serpent: Judgment as Light
Numbers 21 and John 3 force us to abandon simplistic serpent symbolism. The bitten 
Israelite is told to look at a serpent lifted according to God's command, and the looking 
results in life. Jesus explicitly identifies His own lifting up as Son of Man with this image.

Immediately afterward John 3 says that God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. Yet judgment has not 
disappeared. Jesus says that this is the judgment: Light has come into the world. Judgment 
therefore operates as revelation. Light does not manufacture what is hidden; it exposes 
what is present.

The serpent challenges. The eagle sees. The Light reveals. The purpose is 
life.

Jesus as Temple, Priest, Servant, and Sent One
Jesus speaks of the Temple of His body. He then kneels and washes the feet of His disciples. 
Isaiah associates beautiful feet with the messenger who brings good news and publishes 
peace. The Lord therefore washes the very feet that will carry witness outward.

Peter resists because his understanding of hierarchy cannot accept the Master beneath the 
servant. Jesus overturns the hierarchy: if Lord and Teacher wash feet, the sent ones must 
learn the same character. Apostolic sending and priestly washing belong together. The 
messenger is not superior to the humanity he serves.

John 17 then gives the priestly destination of Messiah's work: that they all may be one. Jesus 
intercedes not only for the immediate disciples but for those who will believe through their 
word. The prayer moves from Father and Son, to disciples, to future believers, toward 
perfected unity. The priestly Messiah does not merely win arguments. He reconciles a body.

Hebrews then makes the High-Priest identity explicit while acknowledging that Jesus comes 
from Judah. The solution is precisely what Genesis 14 and Psalm 110 prepared: priesthood 
after the order of Melchizedek. King and Priest truly converge.

Luke 24: The Messiah Opens the Scriptures
Luke 24 gives the clearest explicit confirmation of the teaching's central thesis. The disciples 
already possess an extraordinary amount of information: Jesus was a prophet, He was 
crucified, the tomb was found empty, and reports said He was alive. Their problem is not 
lack of facts. Their problem is interpretation.

Jesus begins with Moses and all the Prophets and expounds the things concerning Himself. 
At the table their eyes are opened and they recognize Him. Later He describes the things 
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written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, and then Luke gives the decisive 
statement:

Luke 24:45 — “Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures.”

The Anointed One produces understanding.

The woman at the well expected Messiah to tell them all things. The risen Messiah opens 
the understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures. Then understanding immediately becomes 
witness: repentance and remission are to be proclaimed among all nations, and the 
disciples are witnesses of these things. The movement is complete: Messiah  →
understanding  witness  nations.→ →

The Vine, the Grapes, the Wine, and Covenant Union
The grape and wine imagery becomes important when we return to Judah and to 
Revelation. Psalm 80 and Isaiah 5 portray Israel as a vine or vineyard. Jesus later says, I am 
the true vine, and the disciples are branches. Once again corporate Israelic imagery 
becomes concentrated in the One and then expressed through the many.

Genesis 49 saturates Judah's blessing with vine, wine, garments, and the blood of grapes. 
Deuteronomy likewise calls wine the pure blood of the grape. Jesus then takes the cup and 
identifies it with the blood of the new covenant. Paul calls the cup communion in the blood 
of Christ and immediately speaks of the many becoming one body. Wine therefore 
participates strongly in covenant-union imagery: shared life received from the vine and 
shared through the cup.

Garments Washed in Covenant Testimony
Garments can represent spiritual condition or covering. Joshua the High Priest appears in 
filthy garments; the garments are removed while Joshua remains, and he receives clean 
clothing. Isaiah speaks of garments of salvation and a robe of righteousness. Typologically, 
garments can therefore include the received nurture, teaching, and interpretive covering in 
which a person is clothed.

Genesis says Judah washes his garments in wine, in the blood of grapes. Revelation later 
describes a multinational multitude whose robes are washed in the blood of the Lamb. 
Literal blood stains cloth, yet prophetic blood makes the robes white. The image therefore 
demands spiritual interpretation beyond physical liquid.

The covenant message changes the garment without destroying the person. In this typology, 
inherited understanding is washed in the testimony of covenant life - the Gospel that brings 
the divided into communion with God and with one another.
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The Winepress and the Severe Messiah Imagery
A winepress does not create the contents of a grape. Pressure reveals what the fruit 
contains. This becomes a powerful image of judgment. Under examination, the fruit testifies 
to the tree. Jesus says that trees are known by their fruit. Judgment therefore reveals.

Isaiah 63 presents a terrifying winepress figure, yet the figure first identifies Himself as 
speaking in righteousness and mighty to save. The same chapter later speaks of 
lovingkindness, pity, shared affliction, redemption, Spirit, and shepherding. Severe 
judgment and saving character cannot be separated.

Revelation 19 then gathers Judah's imagery into one scene: blood-dipped garment, 
winepress, rod, King of kings, and the explicit title The Word of God. The sword comes from 
His mouth. The rod is applied with a shepherding verb. The battle is therefore presented 
through Word, speech, righteous judgment, shepherding, and covenant-like blood imagery.

The sword kills the lie. The rod breaks rebellion. The staff guides the 
learner. The press reveals the fruit. The blood establishes covenant. The 
King shepherds the nations into Truth.

This does not require us to deny the severity of biblical judgment or historical 
consequences. It requires us to interpret those consequences within the same unchanging 
character already revealed as Shepherd, Priest, Servant, Light, and Word.

Contrast, Night and Day, and the Unchanging Word
One of the most important corrections made during this investigation was to stop speaking 
as though the spiritual message itself becomes corrupt. The message remains spiritual. 
What people perceive determines how they respond, and their response produces fruit. 
Even painful contrast becomes a witness.

Night does not change the sun. It describes the condition of the observer relative to light. So 
too, ignorance does not change God. During the night of limited sight, people may 
misinterpret the same Word and behave accordingly. The consequences of that behavior 
eventually reveal the inadequacy of the sight that produced it. Dawn makes contrast visible. 
Day reveals what was always there.

This is why the same Word can be experienced as rod, staff, or sword without God changing 
character. The hard road and the teachable road are different encounters with Truth. 
Correction can be painful; guidance can be gentle; mature discernment can become precise. 
Yet the destination of the Word is understanding.
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The Humility Safeguard: Revelation Must Never Become 
Superiority
Abundance itself is not evil. Scripture can speak positively of fatness as richness while also 
warning that Jeshurun grew fat and kicked. The problem is abundance appropriated as 
proof of self-superiority. Leviticus repeatedly says that the fat belongs to YHWH. Joseph 
models the proper response to revelation: It is not in me. The gift returns to its Source.

This is why the bronze Sea matters so much. The priest washes. This is why Jesus washes 
feet. This is why the apostle must remember that God gives the increase. This is why Israel 
must remember Egypt. Spiritual maturity that forgets its own former ignorance has already 
begun to reproduce Pharaoh.

Jesus warns that the love of many will grow cold. Paul warns that knowledge without love 
is nothing. An interpretation can be increasingly certain while the hearer becomes 
increasingly cold. The decisive question is therefore not merely whether an interpretation 
is sophisticated. It is what that understanding forms in the person.

From One to Many-in-One
The biblical movement repeatedly appears as one, many, division, and reconciled many-in-
one. Jacob is one man whose sons become twelve tribes. The kingdom divides into Judah 
and Joseph/Ephraim. Ezekiel promises that they will become one under one Davidic King 
and one Shepherd. Messiah gathers the pattern into one representative Head, and then the 
Spirit expresses His character through a many-membered people.

Jesus chooses twelve. The New Testament calls the community a royal priesthood, living 
stones, one olive tree, one new man, one body, one temple, and a dwelling place of God 
through the Spirit. Distinction is not destroyed. Division is overcome.

Ephesians 4:15-16 — “Speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ... the whole body fitly joined together... maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”

This is perhaps the clearest New Testament summary of our entire architecture: Truth in 
Love, growth into the Head, many members joined, increase, and building in Love.

Bridging the Gap
This teaching is not served by declaring Judaism the loser and Christianity the winner, or by 
reversing that judgment. The bridge is not built by erasing either witness. It is built by 
returning to the testimony.

Judaism preserved the Torah, Prophets, tribes, Temple, priesthood, Davidic hope, and the 
language of Messiah. Christianity bears witness that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah in 
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whom these witnesses converge. Luke 24 presents the bridge in the Messiah's own method: 
beginning with Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, He opens the understanding 
concerning Himself.

The question is therefore not merely whether someone uses the word Messiah. The 
question is whether we have allowed the Scriptures to teach us the character of the One we 
are expecting.

Conclusion: Shedding Light on the Biblical Messiah
The biblical Messiah emerges as far more than a title attached to a future ruler. The Hebrew 
Scriptures progressively form a portrait of the Anointed One: the Man who shares 
humanity, the Ox who labors fruitfully and is sent to preserve life, the Eagle who judges 
from elevated sight, the Lion who manifests righteous government, and the High Priest who 
teaches, mediates, washes, intercedes, and reconciles.

These are not five personalities. They are expressions of one complete Messianic character. 
Around them the Temple, Ark, oil, lamp, water, bread, wine, blood, garments, rod, staff, 
sword, serpent, and vine testify to the same movement: from form toward meaning, from 
ignorance toward understanding, from division toward communion, from external 
architecture toward indwelling Presence.

The Messiah is the King who shepherds. The Priest who reconciles. The Judge whose Light 
reveals Truth. The Sent One who preserves life. The Son of Man who does not despise 
humanity. The Word who does not change even as the hearer changes. The Head under 
whom the many become one without losing their proper distinctions.

At Jacob's well the Samaritan woman says that when Messiah comes, He will tell us all 
things. After the resurrection, Luke tells us exactly what the Messiah does: He opens the 
understanding of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.

Luke 24:45 — “Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures.”

The anointing brings light. The Light reveals Truth. Truth produces understanding. 
Understanding teaches righteous judgment. Righteous judgment exposes division. Love 
reconciles what has been divided. The many become one Body under one Head.

Jesus is Lord. Love one another.

That simple fruit is the final test of an extraordinarily rich biblical portrait. Jesus Himself 
says that people will know His disciples by their love for one another. The mature 
understanding of Messiah therefore does not end in superiority over those who see 
differently. It produces humble, steadfast witness: Truth spoken in Love for the restoration 
and building of another, so that the whole body may grow into the Head, who is Christ.
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